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Action for God 


JOHN J. O’CONNOR 
Reprinted from the Ave Marta 


THE religious division of the British ministry of in- 
formation recently published a report to the effect 
that, with the signing at Washington of the joint pact 
between the twenty-six United Nations, more than one 
hundred and thirty million Catholics were ranged 
against the Axis powers. Of this number, fifty-six 
millions belong to the British Empire and the United 
States and her possessions. The figures did not include 
the millions of Catholics in France or her colonies. 

When I first read the report, two questions flashed 
into my mind. What influence did these 130,000,000 
Catholics exert in the modern world during the past 
twenty-five years? What is their influence today? 
If we study these questions with the utmost realism, 
we must conclude that the influence of these 130,000,- 
000 Catholics was practically negligible in the past 
and is almost negligible today. 

A great deal has been written in our time about 
the alleged failure of Christianity. This is highly in- 
accurate. Christianity has not failed and cannot fail. 
What is beyond argument, however, is that far too 
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many Catholics have not followed the teachings and 
precepts of Christianity. The present war empha- 
sizes this failure in rather brutal fashion. If the in- 
dividual and collective influence of Catholics in every 
country had been strong, this war would not have oc- 
curred. Let us not make the stupid mistake of blam- 
ing everything on Hitler, Mussolini and the Mikado. 
This war is a judgment upon the majority of Catholics 
everywhere, a judgment upon our smugness and su- 
pineness, a judgment upon our indifference to the 
Papal appeal for Catholic Action, a judgment upon 
our whole attitude towards the lost sheep of Chris- 
tendom. 

This war is being fought today without much regard 
for Christian principles because both Britain and the 
United States, to say nothing of Soviet Russia, are 
very largely materialistic in outlook. 


A CHRISTIAN APOSTOLATE Now! 


What of the future? The crisis that lies behind 
all other crises is this: Can Christians inspire and 
re-order our civilization once again or will Christians 
be so persecuted and outlawed that they will be com- 
pelled to seek refuge a second time in the catacombs? 
The supremely important question is whether Chris- 
tians, even at this late hour, can still save the world. 

It is obvious that winning the war will not auto- 
matically prepare the way for the reestablishment 
of Christian values. Something more is needed. A 
Christian apostolate is badly needed—now. Every 
effort must be made to convince the modern world 
that it must either take Christianity seriously or 
perish. At the very beginning of this vast movement 
of renewal and regeneration, however, Christians must 
first explain why they failed to exercise much influence 
in the past, examine their own shortcomings, and point 
out what steps they are taking today to improve upon 
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their previous performance. Until this is done, the 
modern world will remain cold and skeptical about 
Christianity—the one last, great hope of mankind. 

There are two basic reasons why millions of Chris- 
tians in all parts of the world have failed notably to 
affect the suicidal direction the world has taken. First 
of all, Christianity has been the victim of a gigantic 
conspiracy. During the past four or five hundred 
years, and continuing even up to the present hour, a 
ruthless campaign was carried on to sabotage and 
destroy Christian influences wherever found—in gov- 
ernment, in education, in the press, in industry and 
agriculture, in the various trades and professions, in 
the arts and sciences, in public as well as private life. 
We are now reaping the whirlwind. That much is 
obvious. But we should not overlook the failures and 
shortcomings of Christians themselves. It is with 
this latter and more baffling phase of the problem that 
I am principally concerned. 


THE CHURCH IN RECENT TIMES 


We must somehow account for the contrast between 
the extraordinary revival that has taken place within 
the Church in recent times and the parallel disinte- 
gration of western civilization. We must go to the 
heart of the mystery of how the Church manifested 
renewed life and vigor at the precise time that western 
civilization passed from one grave crisis to an ever 
more serious crisis until today it is in peril of death. 

Ever since the reign of Pius IX, as Michael de la 
Bedoyere has pointed out in his Christian Crisis, the 
Church has grown both in numbers and fervor. The 
standard of private morality and of ecclesiastical 
observance, both among the clergy and the laity, has 
probably never been higher. Moreover, doctrine has 
been purified and deepened, while teaching has regained 
much of that breadth and universality, particularly in 
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regard to socio-economic problems, which it tended 
to lose after the wounds of the Reformation. We would 
naturally expect world conditions to improve. Far 
from improving, they grew steadily worse. 

The Catholic revival in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries, while accomplishing a tremendous amount 
of good, was not strong or powerful enough to change 
the swift direction of events. Within the short space 
of a quarter of a century the modern world drifted 
from one titanic war into another and even more ter- 
rible and devastating world conflict. The only rea- 
sonable explanation for the failure of Christians to 
exert more influence upon the progress of world events 
is that contact between Christianity, on the one side, 
and the political and social world, on the other, was so 
completely lost that we were able to watch the growth 
and development of two utterly opposed forces side 
by side and in almost mutual independence. Christians 
have undoubtedly deepened and strengthened their 
own spiritual lives, but they have failed to check the 
rush of anti-Christian philosophies and they have 
failed to provide that leadership which could inspire 
effective opposition and fight. They have been far 
too content to abandon the modern world to its ghastly 
fate. The results of this short-sighted attitude, thus 
far, have been disastrous both for the modern world 
and for the Church in particular countries. 


RISE OF NAZISM 


We must give an explanation for the rise of Nazism 
in Germany, which contained such a large percentage 
of Catholics, and for the tragic collapse of France, 
traditionally referred to as “the first-born daughter 
of ‘the Church.” We select these two countries as 
typical examples of a deplorable and dangerous con- 
dition which persists in the United States today and 
which must be remedied by all means at the earliest 
possible moment. 
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Let us put aside, at the very outset, the convenient 
notion that German Catholicism in the pre-Hitler era 
was, to all intents and purposes, bankrupt. It would 
be a very simple matter to say that the dechristianiza- 
tion of Germany had gone so far that only a few 
smouldering embers of a once mighty faith remained. 
If the Church in Germany was moribund and decrepit, 
if religious zeal was about to expire, if one of the 
greatest bulwarks against tyranny and oppression had 
almost ceased to exist, then certainly Hitler’s rise to 
supreme power can be more easily understood and 
accounted for. If we adopt this interpretation, Ger- 
man Catholics are practically absolved from respon- 
sibility in the matter. But there is one serious objec- 
tion to this clever, face-saving explanation: it is not 
true. 


CHURCH NOT DECADENT 


Michael Cardinal von Faulhaber, the heroic Arch- 
bishop of Munich, was certainly not the product of a 
decadent Church. Neither were Heinrich Briining, 
Romano Guardini, Gertrude von Le Fort, Peter Wust 
or Karl Pfleger. The abbey of Maria-Laach, near 
Andernach, and the small Bavarian tewn of Oberam- 
mergau were world-famous. The Catholic press and 
the Catholic educational system in Germany, prior to 
the advent of Hitler, were among the best in Europe. 
Youth groups were particularly well organized. Re- 
ligious and cultural organizations of all kinds 
flourished. 

It must be admitted, however, that the Church in 
Germany, for all its vigorous life, was isolated, de- 
tached and remote from the rest of the nation. It 
failed to exert a constant and effective influence either 
upon the leaders of the Reich or upon the masses. 
Catholic Action, as in so many other countries, was 
very effective within the Church but not sufficiently 
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effective outside the Church. Only under these cir- 
cumstances was it possible for Hitler to win popular 
support for his detestable program. 


Was FRENCH CATHOLICISM BANKRUPT? 


Consider France. A great many badly informed 
people are of the opinion that France was hopelessly 
decadent and that French Catholicism, as in Germany, 
was bankrupt. On this supposition the frightful 
shock of defeat was necessary to bring the French 
people to their senses. It is even asserted, in some 
quarters, that Vichy France is responsible for a 
Catholic revival. The fact of the matter is that it 
was the fruits of a very long-standing Catholic re- 
vival which made it possible for Vichy to govern at all. 
The men of Vichy, according to a recent Blackfriars 
article, found, ready to hand, a great body of young 
people whose one aim is service, whose watchword is 
generosity, and who are ready to make all the sacri- 
fices necessary to help their suffering fellow country- 
men. And when Vichy talked of moral redressment, 
religious revival, spirit of sacrifice and the rest, these 
young people recognized words of which they already 
knew the meaning. 

The late Cardinal Verdier, the alert and kindly Arch- 
bishop of Paris, was certainly not the product of a 
decadent Church. Neither were Paul Claudel, Henri 
Ghéon, Etienne Gilson, Jacques and Raissa Maritain 
or Francois Mauriac. No defeat or disaster or de- 
bacle was needed to initiate a movement of regenera- 
tion. The Jocist organizations were perhaps the most 
picturesque manifestations of this movement, but they 
were by no means unique. In his most recent work, 
France My Country, Maritain asserts that, ever since 
the first World War, a religicus renaissance of the 
most genuine and fruitful kind was occurring in 
France, both in the spiritual field and in that of social 
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service. ‘The French Catholics,” he writes, “had as- 
similated religious persecution, profiting by it to 
achieve their independence of the State, to revive in 
themselves the sense of the Gospel, to live and feel 
with the people, to kindle, with a spirit and dash meet 
for any conquest, a most active apostolic flame.” 


CATHOLIC REVIVAL IN FRANCE 


All praise to French Catholics for what they 
achieved! But if we are scrupulously honest, we must 
take into consideration what they left undone. In a 
concluding chapter of his book even Maritain can- 
didly admits that the religious renaissance in France, 
while strong in the spiritual order, touched only the 
fringe of a political renewal, and that in the domain 
of thought only. “The sad fact,” he says, “is that the 
French Catholic revival remained only a potential 
force in the political order, its action in this order hav- 
ing remained deplorably weak.” Maritain might also 
have added that the Catholic revival did not reach the 
masses, millions of whom were irreligious. Only 
under these circumstances was it possible for Hitler 
to wound, crush and humiliate a great nation. 

The history of the Catholic revival follows the same 
general pattern in other countries. Italian Catholics, 
for example, allowed Fascism to take root in Italy and 
today they have no alternative but to bow to it. So 
long as Catholics remain aloof from the world, they 
can only look forward to the rise of anti-Christian 
ideologies, the persecution of the Church, the destruc- 
tion or confiscation of ecclesiastical property and the 
assassination or imprisonment of their priests and 
nuns. This is the lesson of Europe. The price of a 
failure to participate in Catholic Action, to strive for 
the triumph of the Kingdom of Christ in individuals, 
in the family and in society at large, is indeed a ter- 
rible price. 
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AMERICAN CATHOLICISM 


The Catholic revival in the United States has been 
fruitful in many ways, but American Catholics have 
not even begun to Christianize the society in which 
they live. Is the American press Christian? Is the 
radio Christian? Is the movie Christian? Is the 
educational system Christian? One could go on almost 
indefinitely pointing out vast areas where the influence 
of Christianity is either non-existent or very slight. 
Precisely as in other lands, Christianity in the United 
States is developing to the side of American society 
rather than within it. The great and life-giving re- 
serve of spiritual force, to be found in present-day 
American Catholicism, has not yet established con- 
tact, in any real fashion, either with the leaders of the 
nation or with the largely paganized masses. If con- 
tact is not soon established, the Church in the United 
States will be in dire peril. 

“The dynamite of Christianity,”’ Baroness Catherine 
de Hueck once said, “can. out-dynamite the combined 
forces of Communism, Nazism and Fascism, if you 
and I have the courage to light the fuse. It can be 
lighted with two kinds of matches only—love and self- 
sacrifice—two ideals that in our comfortable, compla- 
cent way of life we have forgotten the meaning of. 
Let us try to remember—today we must or we shall 
perish—that we cannot go to Heaven in a Ford V-8 
with a radio attached. It cannot be done. Let us 
wake up before it is too late, and light that dynamite 
of Christianity to a full blaze! We need its light: the 
world needs its light—now more than ever.” 

However dark the outlook, despair would be the 
supremely non-Christian act. The Sword of the Spirit 
movement in England and the recently organized Pro 
Deo movement in the United States and Latin America 
bear witness to the fact that new programs of action 
are being carried on that have for their primary pur- 
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pose the propagation of Christian ideas and principles 
in pagan and secular circles. It is already extremely 
late. But if Christians in every land will only begin 
now to devote themselves heroically to the task of sav- 
ing the world, the future, despite the war, holds com- 
forting promise. 


The Starvation of Greece 


DAVID WALKER 


Reprinted from the Tastet (London) 


= several months, during which information 
was exceedingly scarce, it has now become pos- 
sible to give an accurate account of conditions in 
Greece, and particularly Athens, up to, roughly, the 
middle of May. Grave as the condition of the country 
certainly was last November, it has now reached a 
point deserving the serious attention of the Allied 
Governments in conjunction with the International 
Red Cross. The observations that follow are based on 
conversations that I have had with people of various 
nationalities who were themselves in the country up to 
a very short time ago. 

The death-rate from starvation has dropped con- 
siderably since the winter. Only during one week— 
when rations were for some reason held up—did the 
daily death-rate in Athens and Piraeus exceed 2,000. 
The present daily death-rate from starvation in the 
capital and port appears to be not more than three 
hundred, and possibly less. The arrival of food ships 
has had a great deal to do with this: but there are two 
other contributory: causes. In the first place, the ap- 
pallingly cold winter was certainly responsible for 
killing off older people, insufficiently clad, who were 
forced to stand up to ten hours at a stretch in the food 
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lines: and in the second place, an increasing proportion 
of the poor no longer yields up its dead for burial. The 
body is buried at night in a back garden or open field 
so that the survivors can continue to use the ration 
cards for so long as they are valid. The “official’’ rate 
of three hundred daily may therefore be far from ac- 
curate. 


GOVERNMENT SUPPLIES FACTS 


The Greek Government was recently kind enough 
to supply me with certain facts about Greece today. 
By a curious irony, the day that I received these facts 
I lunched with someone who had just arrived in Lis- 
bon from Rome. He told me how in Rome a packet 
of ordinary cigarettes now costs 7.50 lire, while the 
price of Chianti has risen. But in the streets of Athens 
the legless remnants of the Greek army clutters up 
the pavements trying to sell matches. 

There is a grave shortage of petrol in Rome, and 
taxis are scarce. In Athens, those who are too weak 
to stand are pushed around in wooden wheelbarrows. 
Trams are crowded with German and Italian soldiers. 
Lorries drive through the streets collecting the Greek 
dead. 

The few taxis that still ply for hire commonly carry 
twenty-four passengers, each of whom pays 300-400 
drachmas for a short ride. Greeks are not allowed 
on the trains. Macedonia is completely cut off from 
the rest of Greece. People must stay where they are 
and exist as best they can. 

There is consternation in the Italian capital because 
the bread ration is a mere 200 grammes daily. In 
Greece the official ration is 50 grammes, but you can 
rarely obtain it. 

My informant from Rome gave me interesting de- 
tails about the chaos being caused by the clothing 
rations. You receive 120 coupons for the year: but 
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if you buy a pair of shoes (eighty coupons) you can 
buy nothing else for eight months, as you can only use 
ten coupons monthly. A suit costs seventy-five coupons, 
a fur coat 110. But there is virtually no clothing in 
Greece. 

Prices in Greece have soared even since last No- 
vember. I saw here the other day a pair of shoes 
bought in November for 7,000 drachmas—between $60 
and $70. The present price is 25,000 drachmas, or 
nearly $250. A suit of clothes which last autumn cost 
40,000 drachmas could not now be bought for less than 
75,000. If good quality material were used, the cost 
would be 125,000 drachmas. Thus a great proportion 
of the population of the capital wears sacking round 
the feet, while others have fashioned wooden clogs: 
and even the professional classes will soon be faced 
with the problem of making their own clothes from 
any material they can find. 

From Italy, Sicilian regiments have been sent to the 
Russian front, where there have been heavy losses 
from frostbite. Isolated cases of typhus have reached 
Rome. In Greece typhus is rampant—hunger-typhus 
they call it. Eighty per cent of casualties in the Korytsa 
sector were due to frostbite, and Greece is full of young 
men without legs. 

Five years’ supply of quinine was stolen by the Ger- 
mans for their own needs on the Eastern battlefields: 
one quinine pill now costs 200 drachmas on the black 
market. There is a similar shortage of other medical 
supplies, all of which are needed for the German 
wounded in Greek hospitals. Tuberculosis is spread- 
ing among the children, and various forms of stomach 
disease among adults. As has already been reported, 
only one child in ten survives more than four weeks; 
but the birth-rate has dropped almost to zero. A large 
proportion of the younger women have become incap- 
able of bearing children at all. 

A curious sidelight on the psychology of the German 
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troops is that they are made savage not by impudence 
or insubordination, but by suffering. To one of my in- 
formants a group of German officers angrily demanded 
that the Greek authorities should themselves shoot the 
legless Greek soldiers who still crawl about the pave- 
ments hawking matches: another was twice an eye- 
witness of German privates brutally thrashing Greek 
youths who had fallen in the street from faintness or 
hunger. 


NATION FACES ANNIHILATION 


In recent weeks there has been a serious wave of 
robberies from private houses at night (a time when 
the Greek police are not on duty). A protest was made, 
and the German authorities agreed that the robberies 
should céase. They ascribed them to “gangs of undis- 
ciplined Greeks wearing Italian uniforms.” 

It is almost impossible to write on the subject of 
Greece without being accused of sensationalism. When 
the altar of the church of Manolio was turned into a 
public lavatory, it was a sensational newspaper story 
until the Greek Government officially confirmed it to 
the Inter-Allied Committee. The same is true of Police- 
Sergeant Ipaitzakis, who had his limbs wrenched off 
one by one, and the groups of drowning Greeks float- 
ing down the river Strymon tied closely together—an 
old Bulgarian custom. These are only samples of a 
mass of evidence reaching Cairo from a dying race. 

This is a brief outline of conditions today in Athens. 
Yet on March 25 thousands of civilians silently moved 
down Stadium Street to pay homage to the Unknown 
Soldier whose tomb had been piled with country flowers 
during the night. The Italians panicked badly, call- 
ing up cavalry and tanks. Many civilians were killed 
and some hundreds injured. 

It is an unfortunate fact that parcels of food sent 
privately to Greece are not delivered. The only source 
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of supply is, therefore, by means of the food ships. In 
the view of the soberest judges of the economic situa- 
tion who have themselves lived in the country, the 
Greek nation faces annihilation this next winter un- 
less these supplies are very appreciably increased. It 
is a problem that demands very urgent and very seri- 
ous consideration. Hitherto the food delivered by 
these ships has in fact been distributed to the Greek 
people. But in the opinion of those competent to speak, 
the present rate of delivery will not prevent the de- 
struction of the Greek people from starvation and 
disease in the coming autumn and winter. 


Economic Democracy 


PAUL WEBER 
Reprinted from the Wace Earner 


HEN the Saturday Evening Post recently adver- 

tised an article by Thurman Arnold on the war 
and private enterprise, readers were entitled to ex- 
pect some genuine light on the post-war problem from 
the nation’s No. 1 trust-buster. Unfortunately, a care- 
ful reading of Mr. Arnold’s story makes everything 
as clear as mud. It is plain that the school of thought 
represented by this prominent and powerful govern- 
ment official has nothing to offer except further fruit- 
less worship of the Great God Competition. 

Mr. Arnold says the nation is afflicted with “eco- 
nomic pessimism” which causes great numbers of us to 
suppose that we are going to have a depression after 
the war. He sums up the reasoning behind this 
“phobia” as follows: 

Capitalism is no longer able to use its own technological production 
... Mass production . . . creates surpluses that cannot be distributed 
by free competitive capitalism. Continuous mass unemployment, coupled 


with mounting debts, is one of the penalties which we shall have to 
pay for the surpluses . . . which the war will create. 
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Such ideas, says Mr. Arnold, must be tossed over- 
board, so the American people, like their Axis foes, 
will fight in the belief that victory will bring an era of 
plenty. 


ILLUSION UNNEEDED 


Indeed, it would be nice if we could all believe that 
military victory will automatically result in domestic 
prosperity and social justice. Unfortunately, such a 
happy fate is not in accord with the facts. The sub- 
jects of the servile Axis states may, and probably do, 
need such an illusion to keep them fighting. For a free 
and informed people no such illusion is necessary or 
desirable. 


The bitter, unpleasant facts of our situation are not 
far different from the sentences quoted above which 
Mr. Arnold uses to describe the “phobia” of “economic 
pessimism.” 


The facts are that capitalism is unable to use its own 
technological production. Our economic system does 
create surpluses even in peacetime, which it cannot 
distribute, and that is why we have unemployment and 
depression. Mass unemployment is one of the penalties 
which we have to pay for adherence to an outword 
economic doctrine. And unless our economy is properly 
reorganized, we will not be able to use the surplus pro- 
duction facilities which we have created in our war 
effort. 


ARNOLD’S REMEDY 


Mr. Average Man knows this is no “phobia” because 
he has been through it all, and he knows it was no 
phobia when he stood in the breadlines in 1930. But 
Mr. Arnold says it’s a phobia and everything will be 
okay after the war if we do certain things. He says: 


The competitive system . . . will be reborn . . . provided that 
during the war we believe in it enough to prevent private groups 
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from again seizing power to shut down new production that the war 
is creating. New ... competition will come into being if the American 
people . . . do not again tolerate combinations, either by private 
groups or by government and industry to shut our new production 
down in order to stabilize the market after the war. 


That is all Mr. Arnold’s school of thought has to 
offer. It is sound, of course, as far as it goes. Certainly 
we must not tolerate conspiracies against the public 
welfare which prevent the people from receiving the 
benefit of technological advances. But as an answer 
to the heart of the post-war problem it is no help at all. 


THE WAR PROBLEM 


The nation’s economic system is now producing at a 
rate far greater than in any peacetime. Most of this 
production is now in the material and supplies of war. 
When the war ends we will have no further need of 
these things. Then the plants and men now engaged 
in making them must either return to idleness, or a 
vast new market must be found for the things these 
surplus workers and machines are able to produce. 
The post-war problem is to find this market. 

To say that the market will appear if we merely 
keep the channels of competition free, is wishful think- 
ing. Production follows demand, not demand produc- 
tion. People make things because other people have 
the desire and the money to buy them. 

The market for post-war production is right here at 

home. The wage earners of America will buy all the 
goods our expanded economy can produce, if they have 
the money. To see that they have the money is the 
) task that confronts us. 
) This means that real wages must be increased. A 
balance must be struck and maintained between the 
citizen’s income and his proportional share of what 
the country’s economic machine can produce. 

There is room in this equation for modest dividends 
as a secondary charge on production. But there is no 











16 JEANNE D’ARC AND THE SPIRIT OF FRANCE 








room for the high profits which are the motive and 
lifeblood of Mr. Arnold’s free competitive economy. 

If the fruits of the nation’s work are constantly 
siphoned off into unproductive channels by high profits 
and managerial racketeering, the balance cannot be 
maintained. Soon the inability of the workers to pur- 
chase what they produce results in production stop- 
page, layoffs, unemployment and depression. 

This balance between production and the income of 
the people can be established, without loss of freedom, 
by a system of industry councils to direct our economic 
life toward its proper end of the common good. Such 
industry councils, coordinated by a national economic 
council, and supervised by the Government, could main- 
tain the balance by controlling, in each industry and 
trade, the factors of price, wage, dividend and quality. 


Jeanne d'Arc and the Spirit 
of France 


JACQUES MARITAIN 
Address delivered at the Jeanne D’Arc Rally, New York, June 23, 1942. 


EANNE d@’ARC was a daughter of the people. She 
proved docile to the voice of the saints. At a time 
when all was lost and when all the reasonable coun- 
selors of Charles VII gave up the Kingdom of France 
to irreparable historical misfortune—these men _ be- 
lieved themselves to be patriots, but they were resigned 
to the so-called inevitable movement of history, as well 
as to their own ambitions and sordid calculations—at 
that time Jeanne d’Arc kept her faith in God, in truth 
and honor, in the mission of France and in human free- 
dom, which is able, if it is holy, to overcome the 
destinies inscribed in the stars. 
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Jeanne d’Arc undertook an impossible task, and she 
succeeded in this task. She awakened an anxious and 
weak-minded King from his lethargy; she delivered 
Orleans from the English; she led the King to the 
City of Reims to receive the holy coronation. 

Then misfortune began to cast its shadow upon her. 
Paris was in the hands of the enemy. She decided to 
save the capital of the kingdom. She made an assault 
on the Porte Saint Honoré, and the assault failed. 
Jeanne was wounded in the thigh by an arrow, but 
they had to drag her from the field by force. 

Henceforth all the baseness, cowardice and treachery 
of men were to surround her; even God’s Providence 
seemed to abandon her. Taken prisoner at Compiégne, 
the Burgundians sold her to the Duke of Bedford. The 
Archbishop of Reims, Regnault de Chartres, and the 
council of the King of France appreciated the oppor- 
tunity of getting rid of a girl who was not fond enough 
of their political skill. Only one bishop exhorted the 
King to make every effort to recover Jeanne; the King, 
as a matter of fact, did nothing at all. 

Jeanne, whom the University of Paris was eager to 
condemn—those perverted schoolmen urged that, for 
the glory of God, she should be tried in Paris—Jeanne 
was judged at Rouen by politician-priests, whose head 
was Pierre Cauchon, Bishop of Beauvais, an ambitious 
man who had been driven from his bishopric by French 
soldiers, and who sought only to serve his English 
masters. She was convicted as a heretic and a relapsed 
heretic. She appealed to the Pope—who was “too far 
away” as her judges remarked. After having heard 
the charitable exhortations of Cauchon and having 
been taken to the torture chamber, she was delivered 
to the secular arm; lead to the stake prepared in the old 
Market Place of Rouen, and burned alive. 

As the smoke went up, she was heard to call in a 
loud voice: “Jesus.” Her ashes were thrown into the 
Seine from the bridge of Rouen, together with her 
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virginal heart, which fire did not consume. Another 
flame, of this we may be sure, burns now in the heart 
of Jeanne d’Arc, and in the hearts of all Frenchmen. 
Her cry stretches out over all the rivers and the hills 
and the desolated fields of our beloved and crucified 
France. 

The chief of the monstrous trial, the implacable 
enemy of Jeanne, Bishop Pierre Cauchon, was ap- 
pointed later as Bishop of Lisieux, and continued to 
play a somewhat important political role. He paid 
several visits to England, where he assisted in making 
peace terms between the two countries. Historians 
tell us that he died in 1442 eleven years after Jeanne, 
rich and honored, and was buried in the magnificent 
chapel of the Virgin at Lisieux, which he had rebuilt 
and decorated at_his own expense. 

Jeanne d’Arc, who never swerved in her faith in the 
Militant Church, had called on the Triumphant Church 
as her witness. And the Militant Church rehabilitated 
her. On the initiative both of Charles VII and of two 
Popes, a new trial, conducted with true theological 
wisdom and thorough-going enquiries, gave evidence to 
the perfect orthodoxy and righteousness of the martyr. 
On June 16, 1456, the judgment of 1431 was annulled. 
In 1909, Jeanne d’Arc was beatified in Rome; and in 
1920 she was canonized by Pope Benedict XV. 

As for France, a law promulgated in the same year 
—1920—asserted: “The French Republic will celebrate 
yearly the féte of Jeanne d’Arc, a festival of patriot- 
ism.” 

I have just summarized the story of the Saint who is 
the saint of France, the active symbol and temporal 
sacrament of the French people. Think this over, and 
you will understand why the French people, however 
vanquished and humiliated and betrayed it may be, 
will always keep hope, a patient hope, a stubborn hope, 
and always knows it will finally take the upper hand 
over its oppressors. You will understand why this 
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people, the common people of France, though en- 
chained, prays and acts for the victory of the freedom- 
loving nations, and gathers together its silent energies 
for the great struggle to come, and goes on resisting 
the ferocity and the seductions of its unworthy con- 
queror. You will understand why in each village of 
France, men and women, girls and boys, have only 
one idea in their heads, to prepare themselves for the 
tremendous day, when the enemy, who tried in vain to 
spoil the soul of France, will be kicked out, sera bouté 
dehors. 

To this relentless determination the murdered host- 
ages, the unfortunates thrown into the jails and into 
the concentration camps, the workers in Paris who 
greet the bombing of their plants, those who sabotage 
the effort of the enemy, the men of Saint Nazaire and 
the men of Bir Hacheim in Libya and the men who 
were swallowed up in the sea with the Surcouf, to this 
relentless determination all these men of the common 
people of France give testimony. 

In her present ordeal France has not been given an- 
other Jeanne d’Arc. And Jeanne’s ashes are scattered 
among the elements of this world; her soul is with 
God; she is praying for her people; she is not fighting 
among them. France craves another Jeanne d’Arc, 
and she gets none. But she has the people, the com- 
mon people from which Jeanne d’Arec arose, and from 
which arise today all those who keep honor and faith- 
fulness and keep on struggling, inside France and out- 
side. The blessed and radiant flower has been taken 
away, yet the roots and the stem still exist. 

If the gift of a Saint who listens to heavenly voices 
and is crowned with supernatural virtues does not 
descend from above upon the French people, this is 
doubtless because they have to receive and to work 
with another gift—a gift of unutterable sorrow and 
mysterious promise—which is working in the depths 
of the nation. It is in the mass of the people, in the 
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poor and the abandoned, in the collective effort of a 
multitude which staggers along in darkness, that the 
spirit of Jeanne d’Arc works now, in the midst of 
human weakness and distress and human heroism. 

Everywhere where it is hoped against hope, every- 
where where faith and honor and the love of the coun- 
try overcome any reasonable cowardice, and, by virtue 
of a certitude stronger than any human evidence, cry: 
No! to the defeat, and undertake boldy what the poli- 
tical-minded counsellors of lethargy deem impossible, 
the spirit of Jeanne d’Arc is there. Within an abyss 
of suffering the French people are becoming aware of 
themselves and of this spirit, they awaken, they under- 
stand anew the historical mission of France and her 
vocation to freedom. 

Who is poorer and more abandoned, who hopes more 
desperately, who knows better the price of freedom 
than the prisoners? France is a prisoner of war, and 
the French captives are the most mournful incarnation 
of France. You know their distress, you know that 
they are starved, that they lack clothing, that they are 
obliged to work for the enemy, in bitterness and deso- 
lation. But who knows the thoughts which they foster 
in their hearts? Be sure that they meditate. They 
don’t abandon themselves; they make resolutions. We 
have been told of their eagerness to improve their in- 
tellectual training, to get books, even to start in their 
camps study clubs and haphazard universities, yet the 
most important is what takes place inside them in 
silence. 

I think of my captive brothers, not only as the most 
unfortunate image of my country, but also as the most 
secret and moving hope of its resurrection. When they 
come back, when they leave their hell and purgatory, 
they will be determined to change many things. They 
are not only a physical reserve, but a moral and 
spiritual reserve of the strength of France. And they 
are in a communion of suffering and determination, of 











> 2 —=— 


nO DR wm cerns Sc as SS 


—Pht 05 OP OOP ee OO lS 89 


ofr 80 ah 


eo 





oe =e nr iF Fe FY Se 


- orn 








JEANNE D’ARC AND THE SPIRIT OF FRANCE 21 





love for freedom, of will toward a real and well-as- 
sured common liberty, and of will towards a world pro- 
foundly renewed, in a communion with their fellow- 
men of all nations who are now oppressed and enslaved 
by the Nazi conquerors and their vicious dream of 
universal domination. How could such a common ex- 
perience fail to strain the desires of men everywhere 
to build a civilization more worthy of that sorrowful 
image of God which is our shape, a civilization in which 
freedom and peace, and the dignity of the human per- 
son, will be firmly secured, and where the inspiration 
of brotherly love will at last vitalize the political and 
social life of the peoples? 

Dear American friends of France, by helping the 
French prisoners and saving many of them from death 
and starvation, you not only give testimony to that 
human generosity, that feeling of fellowship and that 
active and daring bounty which are a privilege of your 
nation,—a privilege all the more glorious as you put 
it into action in the midst of a war which requires all 
of your energies—but you also help France and the 
French people to surmount their disaster and, when 
they have recovered both freedom and the sense of 
grandeur, to play their part, side by side with you, in 
the reconstruction of Europe and of a better world. 
And you participate in that blessing which is promised 
to those who have mercy on the poor and the famished 
and the captive. Each package received by the French 
prisoners is a message of love that is answered with 
love and furthers that marvelous friendship, which 
proceeds from no political interest or consideration, 
but from the mysterious depths of the human heart 
and human history, and which unites spiritually our 
two nations. 

When the war is over and the work of reconstruction 
begins, this friendship between the American and the 
French peoples will be more necessary than ever. For 
the world will need a strong France in Europe dedi- 
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cated to the ideal of human liberty, as well as your 
strong force in this continent, dedicated to the same 
ideal. Blessed be the men and women who keep alive 
this flame of friendship in the dire distress and atro- 
cious humiliation which France suffers today. 

Those of you who recently went to France and as- 
sisted in the work of feeding the children know the 
gratitude of the French people; you will never for- 
get the look in the eyes of those whom you have con- 
soled. I should like to express not only my own thank- 
fulness, but the thankfulness of all Frenchmen, to you 
and to the admirable workers of your charity. 


Deadly Parallel Bludgeons 
Press 


Reprinted from the Wace EARNER 


N RECENT times we have witnessed a series of 

attempts to convict certain American newspapers of 
treason, by the “deadly parallel” method. 

This method is very simple. Just take the publica- 
tions you wish to dissect, and compare them carefully 
with the pronouncements of Dr. Goebbels. Soon you 
will find the most striking parallels between what 
Goebbels says and what your victims are saying. 

You will discover that on a certain date Goebbels 
said he was against a long war, and on the following 
day certain American newspapers said they were 
against a long war. Goebbels says he doesn’t like Rus- 
sian Communism, and the American newspapers say 
they don’t like Russian Communism. Goebbels says 
it is Tuesday and on the day immediately following 
the Hearst newspapers parrot that it is Wednesday. 

You collect a sufficient number of exhibits showing 
such agreements between the Axis and your American 
enemies and you then publish these exhibits saying: 
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“Look! These people agree perfectly with Goebbels 

Be sure, however, to say nothing about the many in- 
stances in which the alleged traitors took issue with the 
Axis, disagreed with Goebbels or plugged for total 
victory. To include such examples is fatal to your case. 

We hold no brief for reactionary newspapers who 
refuse to support the nation’s foreign policy in time of 
war. But we say that this type of argument by “deadly 
parallel” is unfair, destructive, dangerous and cap- 
able of the most outrageous misuse... . 

We think the newspaper PM and its editor, Ralph 
Ingersoll, ought to be ashamed of themselves for their 
recent exploitation of such shabby tricks of circulation 
promotion. 

Further, we think PM itself could be made to look 
bad by the “horrible parallel” device. Goebbels re- 
cently said the weather in Russia last winter was ter- 
rible. Only a day or two later the newspaper PM par- 
rotted that the weather in Russia last winter was 
terrible. 


Joint Statement on Christian 
Cooperation 


The following is the text of the Statement jssued on Thursday, May 
28, 1942, by the Joint Committee of RELIGION AND Lire and THE Sworp 
OF THE Spirit. Reprinted from the Tasiet, London, England. 


EETINGS have recently been held between repre- 
sentatives of the Commission of the Churches 

and International-Friendship and Social Responsibil- 
ity, and representatives of the Roman Catholic organi- 
zation entitled the Sword of the Spirit, to explore the 
possibilities of cooperation between Christians in pro- 
moting the application of Christian principles to na- 
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tional and international life. The following Joint 
Statement has been drawn up and was agreed to by 
all the representatives on January 24, 1942, and con- 
firmed by them on April 18. By instruction of the 
Commission of the Churches it has been submitted to 
the Council of the Christian Faith and the Common 
Life, by whom it was approved on February 3. It has 
been submitted to the Executive Committee of the 
Sword of the Spirit, by whom it was approved on Feb- 
ruary 5. For information and guidance, the State- 
ment is now issued by the Joint Standing Committee 
set up in terms of the agreement. 

1. We agree that a compelling obligation rests 
upon all Christian people in this country to maintain 
the Christian tradition and to act together to the 
utmost possible extent to secure the effective influence 
of Christian teaching and witness in the handling of 
social, economic and civic problems, now and in the 
critical post-war period. 

We are all profoundly impressed with the increasing 
danger that in our generation the Christian heritage, 
in which we all share, may be lost, and that our 
country may increasingly slip into accepting pagan 
standards and ideals. Believing, as we do, that the 
Christian Revelation has an intrinsic claim upon man- 
kind, and that it is also the preserver of human society 
from excesses and errors, we feel that all Christians 
are bound in duty and charity alike toward their 
fellow-countrymen to oppose the present tendencies to 
set Christianity aside and to treat it as a matter of 
private concern without relevance to the principles 
which should guide society. 

2. We agree that there is a large area of common 
ground on which, without raising ultimate questions 
of Church order and doctrine which divide us, full 
cooperation is possible, and is already taking place. 

The Church of England, the Church of Scotland and 
the Evangelical Free Churches have already cooper- 
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ated for some considerable time in the social and in- 
ternational field. There has also been, for more than 
twenty years, cooperation for limited social purposes 
with the Roman Catholic Church. But the first clear 
definition of a large common area is to be found in the 
Ten Points of the Times letter of December 21, 1940, 
which was signed by the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York, Cardinal Hinsley and the Moderator of the 
Free Church Federal Council. 

The Joint Declaration in the Times letter is a valu- 
able point of departure. But there are many other 
pronouncements, such as that issued by the Malvern 
Conference, the document on Social Justice and Eco- 
nomic Reconstruction issued by the Commission of 
the Churches, the statement on A Christian Realm put 
out by the Church Union of the Church of England, 
the social Encyclicals of the Popes from Leo XIII on- 
wards, and many others, all relevant to the common 
obligation we accept. Over this whole field, collabora- 
tion among Christians, already in progress, ought to 
be encouraged. 

3. We agree that organized Christianity, to fulfil 
its proper function, must everywhere be secured in 
certain essential freedoms. Full freedom must mean 
freedom to worship according to conscience, free- 
dom to preach, teach, educate and persuade (all in the 
spirit of Christian charity), and freedom to bring up 
children in the faith of their parents. The Christian 
life is one lived in and through membership of a re- 
ligious society, and its corporate nature and its consti- 
tutional freedom and independence must be recognized 
and guaranteed by the state. 

4. Our purpose is to unite informed and convinced 
Christians, all over the country, in common action on 
broad lines of social and international policy. Already, 
in different localities, groups have come into being— 
groups of clergy and ministers, Christian Councils, 
study groups and the like—including members of all 
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Communions. Among Roman Catholics the work of 
organization is fulfilled by the Sword of the Spirit, a 
body with a recognized Constitution and membership. 
The Commission of the Churches, as a result of the 
Religion and Life Weeks that it has promoted, is estab- 
lishing an organization kindred in status, to do, within 
the Church of England, the Church of Scotland and 
the Free Churches, what the Sword of the Spirit does 
inside the Roman Catholic Church, so that individuals 
or groups, moved by public meetings or otherwise, 
can be linked up. 

The crisis of civilization, and the possibilities open 
to Christians in the period of reconstruction in the 
national and international field, make it essential that 
all this work of Christian cooperation should be greatly 
intensified and extended. 

5. The striking thing about the Sword of the Spirit 
and similar movements is the spontaneity of support 
which they have received, and the great local enthu- 
siasm which has accompanied public meetings ar- 
ranged on this wide cooperative basis. Local spon- 
taneity and freedom are of the highest value, and must 
not be overlooked by central organization. But, in our 
judgment, there must be a Joint Committee to give 
advice, direction and encouragement to all who seek 
it, and to extend this joint movement to parts of the 
country it has not yet reached. 

Linked by this Committee, the two Movements will 
work through parallel action in the religious field, and 
joint action in the social and international field. 


* ne a 


Few persons are made better by sickness; and they who often go on 
pilgrimages seldom become holy. 


Do not rely on your friends and kindred, nor defer the work of your 
salvation to some future time; and remember that men will forget you 
sooner than you think.—Tue FotLtowinc or Curist. By Gerard Groote. 
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The jull text of the joint Pastoral Letter written by the Archbishops 
and Bishops of The Netherlands and read in all the churches of Holland 
on April 19, 1942.—N.C.W.C. News Service. 


Beloved Brethren: Conscious of our pastoral duty 
and anxious for the well-being of your eternal souls, 
we feel compelled to speak of our great concern for the 
trend of affairs in our country. We are particularly 
concerned about the manner in which the three foun- 
dations of the life of our people, justice, charity and 
liberty of conscience and conviction, which are rooted 
in the Christian Faith, have been and are being con- 


You know of the injustices and cruelty inflicted 
upon the Jewish part of the population and the en- 
forcement of a National-Socialist way of life and out- 
look which goes against the teachings of the Gospel. 


It becomes more and more difficult for the Church 
to practise its benevolent work for which many have 


Once again, beloved Brethren, we urge you to pray 
often and intensively for the preservation of Chris- 


A further great anxiety is the labor service, which 
has been made compulsory for different classes of 
young men who wish to fulfil a post. Those who are 
not entirely engaged in enterprise can be forced, under 
the threat of severe penalties, to enter the labor 
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The age from eighteen to twenty-four is a dangerous 
period. In former days, our young men were called 
up to do their military service. But convinced that 
the support of religion is indispensable in education, 
the Government gave official recognition to religion 
in the army. Army chaplains were appointed. They 
held a rank in the army and their work was given as 
much support as possible. In military societies re- 
cruits could find recreation, find support in each 
others’ company and could practise their religion un- 
der the guidance of their chaplain and keep away from 
temptation. 


UNDER NAZI INFLUENCE 


The labor service has promised that no one will be 
prevented from practising his religion, but officially 
religion has no place, nor does it give any support 
to religion. But what is much worse, the labor service 
will be under National-Socialist influence. Officially 
it has been stated: “A labor service can only be 
National-Socialist. It can be built up only according 
to these foundations and fulfil its task, based upon 
blood relationship and the honor of labor.” 

This, beloved Brethren, fills us with great concern. 
You know this: the outlook of National-Socialism is 
directly at variance with Christianity and is a very 
serious threat to our Christian Faith and our Chris- 
tion morals. That is why a labor service with Na- 
tional-Socialist aims is a great danger to our youth. 
For this reason, parents, you may not, if this is at 
all possible for you, allow your children to enter the 
labor service. Upon you rests, in the first place, the 
right and the duty to see to the education of your chil- 
dren; God has placed this in your hands. You may 
not expose your children to such great dangers with- 
out urgent necessity. 

And you, young men, who are of age, you may not 
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enter the labor service without it being absolutely 
necessary. 

If you, parents and young men, consider that this 
is absolutely necessary, it is your duty not to take a 
decision in this very serious matter without consulting 
an experienced spiritual guide. 


PARENTS, BE VIGILANT 


And if you, parents, see yourselves compelled to 
send your children to the labor service, be very vigi- 
lant, point out to them the dangers to Faith and 
morals which threaten them; encourage them to main- 
tain contact with the priests. 

And you, young men, be strong in your Faith. Hold 
fast to the inner conviction that Christianity is an 
essential condition, not only for your future salvation, 
but also for true happiness on earth. Do not listen to 
doctrines which deviate from those which the Cate- 
chism has taught you, or doctrines which undermine 
the authority of your bishops and priests. Remain in 
touch with the priests as much as possible, never allow 
yourselves to be shamed into neglecting your religious 
duties. Continue to say your morning and night pray- 
ers, and never forget your rosary. Shun dangerous 
temptations. Especially in your behavior you must 
show that you are real Christians, so that others may 
be uplifted by your example. 

“That your light may shine thus before the people, 
that they see your good works and glorify your Father 
Who is in Heaven.” 

Beloved parents and young men, may God give you 
strength in this serious hour. To this end we implore 
Him to give you His blessing. 


* * * 
There is nothing you should fear and condemn and detest more than 


your defects and sins; these should displease you more than the loss 
of all things—TuHe FotLtowine or Curist. By Gerard Groote. 









Some Things New and Old 


CATHOLIC SEA HEROES 


Do you know how many Catholic seamen have lost 
their lives in the present war? 

No, the exact number of Catholic seamen who have 
perished, either in the navies or merchant marine of 
the United Nations, is not known, perhaps will not be 
known until after the war ends, and possibly will 
never be known at all. 

But according to the Catholic port Chaplain at Liver- 
pool in England, at least five thousand Catholic sea- 
men have lost their lives in the Merchant Marine of 
the United States and the United Nations. This is a 
conservative estimate, because the total was compiled 
from figures supplied by the British Admiralty before 
the U-boat campaign in the Atlantic became intensi- 
fied. 


But, since we are concerned with Catholic heroes 
of the sea, the commander of the United States Ma- 
rines who defended Wake Island against the Japanese 
invaders, Major James Patrick Sinnot Devereux, is 
a Catholic and a prisoner of war. 


AVIATORS’ PATRON 


Who is the Patron Saint of Aviators? 

According to some sources Our Lady of Lourdes 
is the Patroness of aviators, but by a decree of the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites, dated March 4, 1920, 
Our Lady of Loreto was declared to be the heavenly 
Patroness of aviators. 

The same Congregation prescribed a special prayer 
for the blessing of an airplane as follows: 

O God, Who hast operated all things for Thy own sake and has 
destined all elements of the world for the use of mankind; vouchsafe 
to bless this engine, designed for air journeys, in order that it may 
serve for the wider spreading of the praise and glory of Thy Name 
and for the more prompt expedition of human affairs, free from all 
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harm and dangers and the fostering of heavenly desires in the 
souls of Thy Faithful using it. 


In 1925 the air force of Portugal was dedicated offi- 
cially to Our Lady of the Air, in whose honor there 
is an ancient shrine in Portugal. 


PAPAL JUBILEE PRIVILEGE 


What is the special privilege which Pope Pius XII 
has granted to Catholic priests throughout the world? 

According to a Motu Proprio, issued by the Pope in 
April of this year, all priests throughout the world 
have been granted the faculty of the privileged altar, 
during the year of the Holy Father’s episcopal silver 
jubilee. 

The exact wording of the Pope’s grant is as follows: 

Desirous of repaying in some measure that tribute, in the plenitude, 
therefore, of the Apostolic power, We grant to all priests duly approved 
the personal privilege in virtue of which they may apply a plenary 
indulgence to one soul enduring the expiatory fire as from the end 
of this month to May 13, 1943. 

There are three kinds of privileged altars. 1. An 
altar similar to the seven privileged altars in the Vati- 
can Basilica of Saint Peter’s, by visiting which cer- 
tain indulgences may be gained. 2. An altar at which 
votive Masses may be celebrated, even on certain 
double feasts. 3. Altars with a plenary indulgence for 
one soul in Purgatory attached to all Masses for the 
departed celebrated at such altar. 

In publishing the Motu Proprio, the Holy Father 
expressed his gratitude for the tributes of affection 
which came to him from the Faithful in all parts of 
the world. 

MARRIAGES IN AUSTRALIA 


Why is it that Catholic girls in Australia are for- 
bidden to marry members of the United States armed 
forces? 

There is no prohibition against Catholic girls in 
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Australia marrying members of the American Expe- 
ditionary Force. You have either been misinformed, 
or else you have read a report that has either distorted 
or misrepresented the facts. 

There is no ecclesiastical ban in Australia, so far 
as our latest information goes, placed upon marriage 
between Australian Catholic girls and men in the 
American forces. But any such marriage would have 
a legal and political effect on the girls, who are citi- 
zens of the British Commonwealth. The question is 
whether they lose their own citizenship and gain that 
of America by these marriages. 

The matter is put quite clearly in the instructions 
issued by the Most Rev. Dr. Mannix, Archbishop of 
Melbourne. The Archbishop’s ruling, issued by his 
Vicar-General, states: The rule laid down by the Arch- 
bishop is to ensure that United States service men 
comply with the United States civil laws and customs, 
and that the parties do not, without proper authority, 
become involved in the legal and political difficulties 
which may follow such marriages. 

This, as you will readily see, is not a ban on these 
marriages, but just a precautionary measure to safe- 
guard the political and national status of the wives 
of American citizens, to the advantage of both parties. 
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